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Glen Echo 
Master 
Planning
For more than a year, GENCA members have 
focused attention on ways to make our gem of a 
neighborhood even better. After some initial 
brainstorming, it was determined that 
improvements to Glen Echo were best addressed 
through a comprehensive planning exercise. The 
goal for the plan was to make Glen Echo and its 
boundary corridors “cleaner and greener,” and 
emphasized improving Glen Echo’s walk-ability, 
bike-ability, public green space, public safety, and 
traffic calming.

The agenda for the planning effort - to be pursued 
over the next 2-3 years - was approved at the 
GENCA public meeting on August 24, 2010. At this 
meeting all Glen Echo neighbors were invited to 
supply and discuss agenda items for the plan and 
the public design process was announced. 

Public design charettes were held on September 11, 
2011, at The Neighborhood Design Center (located 
at 1902 North High Street), and on November 6, 
2010, at Wild Goose Creative.

These meetings and charettes were lively and well 
attended, and resulted in the development of a pre-
plan outline statement which sums up the civic 
goals and ideas arising from the public planning 
process.  This statement was adopted in a public 
GENCA meeting on April 26, 2011.  The entire 
document can be viewed online  here: http://
glenechoproject.wordpress.com

Alert! GENCA 
Meeting in February
All are invited to GENCA’s next meeting. A 
representative from Campus Partners will be in 
attendance and nominations for the leadership 
team will be accepted (terms are for two years,
spring 2012 - spring 2014). The meeting will take 
place on Monday, February 13th, 7PM, at Wild 
Goose Creative (2491 Summit Street). A meeting 
agenda will be available in early February and 
will be posted here:  
http://glenechoproject.wordpress.com/
See you there!

SoHud Mural Makes 
Glen Echo a Gateway
If you’ve been looking around during your daily 
commute, you may have noticed a big change at the 
southwest corner of Hudson and Summit. A wall 
that was once a magnet for illegal graffiti has taken 
on a new look. This past Summer Wild Goose 
Creative, an arts collective and gallery based on 

nearby Summit Street, spearheaded a campaign to 
transform the troublesome wall into a work of art. 
Tim Lai, architect and Glen Echo resident, won the 
So-Hud Mural design competition with a vision to 
turn bricks and peeling paint into an urban forest. 

With the design set, dozens of volunteers well 
represented by Glen Echo residents, Wild Goose 
members and University Area small business 
owners gathered on a sweltering August morning 
to kick off the project and prime the walls of 
building. Local painters Jon Stommel and Travis 
Czekalski spent the next several evenings bringing 

Tim’s design to life. The final product transforms 
this high visibility intersection from the appearance 
of blight to a Glen Echo and So-Hud gateway. 
Research shows that murals help to deter graffiti 

more effectively than blank walls, so with any luck 
the mural will endure as a work of art and emblem 
of the civic-minded creative and entrepreneurial 
communities that are richly represented in the Glen 
Echo and So-Hud neighborhoods. Find out more 
about the mural here:

http://www.wildgoosecreative.com/SoHud_Mural_Project.html

http://laiarchitect.com/1498492/Project-SoHud-Mural
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Neighbors gather to  brainstorm 
improvements to Glen Echo.

Narrow sidewalks near high speed auto 
traffic discourages pedestrians and cyclists 

Wall priming in progress.

Completed mural.
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Glen Echo Becomes 
Urban Arboretum
Another project making Glen Echo greener this fall 
is the Lower Olentangy Urban Arboretum (LOUA). 
The Arboretum is taking action to restore the native 
tree canopy in the Walhalla and Glen Echo ravines 
and their surrounding neighborhoods.  LOUA 
volunteers organized by, amongst others, Peter 
Kovarik of  United Crestview Area Neighbors 

(UCAN), members 
of Friends of the 
Lower Olentangy 
Watershed 
(FLOW) and Glen 
Echo’s own 
Martha Buckalew 
and Chris O’Leary 
planted over 170 
trees including 
redbud, black 
gum, hornbeam, 
American 
chestnut, and 
scarlet oak. When 
complete the total 
number of planted 
trees will exceed 

500, and help to reduce pollution, prevent water 
runoff, and improve property values - in addition to 
improving the beauty of UCAN and Glen Echo.

To follow the progress of the project or volunteer 
your sweat for future plantings, go online here:

http://lowerolentangyurbanarboretum.org/

Good Design in Hard 
Times 
An innovative exhibition exploring how art, design, 
and business ideas intersect to improve our 
neighborhoods is happening at the OSU Urban Arts 
Space (50 W. Town Street) from Jan 10 to Feb 4, 2012
Reception: Jan 28, 2012 6-8 p.m.  For more info, use 
following links:
http://uas.osu.edu/exhibition/gooddesign-hardtimes 
altcolumbus@gmail.com 
facebook.com/alternativecolumbus

Future Casting Focuses 
on Hudson Corridor
What does the future hold for Hudson Street 
between I-71 and Indianola? That is the first 
question that Community Future-Casting (CFC), a 
community outreach project at OSU, is addressing. 
CFC uses digital video and electronic media created 
with community members to visualize the future of 
the University District. CFC is an interdisciplinary 
project of multiple OSU departments - Art & 
Technology, English, Art Education, Education, the 
Knowlton School of Architecture (KSA), and the 
Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing 
(CSTW) - as well as community partner, the 
University Area Enrichment Association. The 
timeline for this project is summer 2011 through 
spring 2013. Interested in starting your own Future-
Casting project? Contact Amy Youngs at youngs.
6@osu.edu or see the CFC website to learn more: 
https://ksacommunity.osu.edu/group/
community-future-casting

Glen Echo Park 
Centennial Celebration 
2012 is Glen Echo Park's 100th Birthday: The Lower 
Olentangy Urban Arboretum, Friends of the 
Ravines, and Friends of the Lower Olentangy 
Watershed are planning festivities in Glen Echo 
Park to celebrate its 100th Birthday on July 15, 2012.  
It will be a part of Columbus 200 Events.  The three 
organizations are submitting a GoArts Chase Grant 
to subsidize the event.  Details will be posted here:  
friendsoftheravines.org. 

Spring Plant Sale
GENCA will hold the 5th Annual Glen Echo Plant 
Sale this Spring. Order forms will be delivered in 
late March or early April. Prepaid orders are due 
7-10 days after. Delivery takes place the Friday 
before Mother’s Day at the Tibbs residence (2665 
Summit St). Items are sold at cost and are tax free! 
Questions? Call Temple George (267-8115) or email:
curious-monkeys@columbus.rr.com
Subject: GEN Plant Sale.

Community Garden
Following the winter hiatus, the 4th Street 
Community Gardening Group will begin meeting 
again.  The Gardening Group will meet the first 
Sunday of each month from April through October 
(weather permitting) at 11:00am on the 4th Street 
boulevard between Hudson and Arcadia. 
Remember to bring small hand tools and gardening 
gloves. All are welcome. Contact: Lorrie McAllister 
at mcallister.50@gmail.com or 614-247-6645.

GENCA Leadership 
Committee
Tim Bass — Chair 
Jake Boswell — Member 
David R. Brown — Fiscal Officer/GENCA Editor 
Terra Goodnight — Member 
Tim Lai — Member 
Lorrie McCallister — Co-Chair/Secretary
Chris O’Leary — Member/Friends of Ravines Rep. 
Nina Thompson — Member 
Amy Youngs — Member/Future-Casting Rep.

Would you like to join us? Nominations for the 
leadership team will be accepted at our next public 
meeting (2/13/2012, 7PM, @ Wild Goose Creative).

Contact GENCA
For questions and comments about the Glen 
Echo Neighbors Civic Association newsletter 
contact David R. Brown, GENCA Editor, at 
glenechoproject@gmail.com or (614) 582-8475. 
Mail correspondence can be sent to:
Glen Echo Neighbors Civic Association
PO Box 82072
Columbus, Ohio 43202

Also, join the GENCA online community:

E-mail: groups.yahoo.com/group/
glenecho_columbus
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
GlenEchoNeighbors
Twitter: www.twitter.com/glen_echo
Blog: glenechoproject.wordpress.com

Support GENCA
Glen Echo Neighbors needs your support to 
improve, protect and beautify our 
neighborhood. GENCA is an all-volunteer 
organization and 100% of donations go directly 
to GENCA projects.  Donations can be sent to 
Glen Echo Neighbors Civic Association, PO Box 
82072, Columbus, Ohio 43202. You will receive a 
receipt for your tax records.  Make your check 
payable to Glen Echo Neighbors Civic 
Association. Questions about supporting 
GENCA? Contact David R. Brown, GENCA 
fiscal officer, at glenechoproject@gmail.com or 
(614) 582-8475. Thanks!

Online Newsletter
Want to see this newsletter in color? Download 
the pdf at: glenechoproject.wordpress.com

OSU student volunteers 
planting trees.

Map of proposed LOUA tree plantings in 
UCAN and Glen Echo.
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